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INTRODUCTION
Our Planet is a Netflix original
documentary series, created by
Silverback Films in collaboration
with WWF.
Voiced by David Attenborough, this eightpart series, now streaming on Netflix, tells the
story of the one place we all call home, and
explains how our planet works as a living
system to support diverse life – including
humans. The series highlights how humans are
changing our planet so much that the future
of all life on earth is threatened if we do not
change the way we live. It outlines what we
must protect and restore if we want a future in
which people and nature thrive.
The series launches at a point in our
history when the actions we take as a
species in the next few years could save
or destroy the planet.
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In short, we are the first generation of
humans that fully understands the impact
we are having on the planet, and we
could be the last generation with the
opportunity to change things in time to
save it – and ourselves.
Perhaps if enough people see the path that
we must take, we might be able to start
down it in time.

You can play a vital part in achieving
this important mission. By organising
a free screening event to show an
episode of Our Planet in your school,
college, university or youth group you
can reach and inspire more young
people to take action and speak out
for the future of our planet.
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BEFORE THE SCREENING
REFLECTION
Before running a screening event, it is important to consider what you hope the key outcomes will be, and to focus your efforts
on making sure that audiences both enjoy your screening, and act on what you’ve shown them beyond the event. Reflect on why
you want to stage this screening – and why you want others to see Our Planet too.
Decide on the three top things you hope to achieve, and write them below:

SCREENING EVENT OBJECTIVES

1

2

3

PLANNING
Before beginning to plan your event, be sure to read the terms and conditions carefully (see Appendix A) to ensure that your
screening event is within these rules.

SHARE OUR PLANET – EDUCATIONAL SCREENING TOOLKIT
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THE AUDIENCE

THE EQUIPMENT

Consider who will attend the screening. Will it be a small
group of young people of the same age (eg a class or scout
troop), or a large audience with young people of different
ages (eg a whole school screening)? This will affect the
equipment requirements and format of your event, the choice
of content you show, and the way you communicate with your
audience before and after your screening.

Think about what equipment you might need to stage the
event. Key questions to consider are:

Consider what issues, places and species will appeal to your
audience, and consider these when selecting the episode you
will screen, and the images you use to communicate the event
and any communications or resources you create for your
audience.

• Do you need a laptop or computer to connect
equipment to?

• Are you going to use a projector, or does your venue
already have a screen that you can use?
• Do you need speakers or is there a sound system
provided by the venue?

• Does your venue have an internet connection strong
enough to stream the full episode in high enough quality?
• How many chairs do you need – or what seating
arrangement would work for your venue?

THE VENUE
Now that you’ve decided on your audience, it’s time to think
about where you could stage your screening event. Consider
local venues like school or college halls, community centres,
university lecture theatres, and reach out to see whether they
would allow you to use the space for your event.
Estimate how many people you think will attend (and add on
a few extras, just in case!), and search for venues to fit your
number. Once you have agreed on a venue, make sure to
communicate with the owner so they know exactly what you
want from the event, how many people are coming and how
long the event will be – that way they can support you as
much as possible in the lead up to the screening.

The best way to plan equipment is to speak to your venue
about what they already have, and then add to this with
anything extra you might need.
If they don’t have access to the right equipment, you can
explore other venues – or reach out to people in the
community who would be willing to lend you the equipment
for the event. You could also try reaching out to local schools
for equipment loans.
Make an equipment checklist to make sure that everything is
ready for the day, and arrive early enough to set everything up
and check it is all working an hour before the audience arrives.
That way you have time to explore options if there is a problem.

INTERNET ACCESS
If an internet connection is unavailable or unreliable, Our
Planet episodes can be downloaded to play when offline
if you have a tablet with the Netflix app. Ensure you can
connect this device to your projector as you will not be able
to transfer it to a computer.
Alternatively, you could use a mobile WIFI hotspot, in which
case you should ensure there is sufficient data to stream
the entire episode, and adequate network coverage. It is
advisable to let the episode buffer completely before starting
your screening.

SUPPORT
You must not run a screening event without ensuring that
you have the support needed to ensure it will run smoothly
and safely.
Your venue may take responsibility for health and safety
requirements, including supervision. If this is not the case you
must ensure that you have trusted adults (over 18) who will be
present throughout the event to monitor and help out if there are
any unexpected problems. You are the ‘host’ of the event but
you cannot be responsible for everyone attending being safe.
© WWF Kenya
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On the day of the event you might also need some helpers for
technical support – so make sure to ask friends or family to
come along and help out.
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CHOOSING YOUR EPISODE
Make sure you have an active Netflix account before the day
of your screening! If not, you will need to register on the site.
Before staging your event you also need to decide which of
the eight Our Planet episodes you want to show. Here would
be a good point to reflect on your objectives again – and to
think about which episodes might have the biggest impact
on your target audience. Check out the episode guide in
Appendix B.
At this point, have another look through ourplanet.com, as
each episode has a wealth of supporting content including
behind the scenes footage, explainer videos, and call-toaction clips. These can all be used alongside series content –
so it is worth considering these as you decide on an episode.
There are also new videos being added over the coming
months – so make sure to check the website regularly to see
what new content is available.

Try to keep a list of people who have said they will definitely
attend, so that you can greet them at the screening and talk to
them about what they can do after the event.

OBJECTIVES
Revisit the objectives you identified at the beginning of this
toolkit. How do you think these could be achieved? What
additional videos or activities should you include in your event
plan alongside the episode? Create a plan of action for after
the event, considering how you can build on the screening by
ensuring that people can take local action or access further
information if they are inspired by what they have seen.
Amongst all the planning, don’t forget to reflect on why you
are staging the screening and what you want to achieve. You
are taking an incredible step to help protect our planet, and
you should feel proud for taking the initiative to organise an
event that will inspire others to create positive change.

ADVERTISING YOUR EVENT
Now that you have chosen your episode, it’s time to reach
out to your audience. Make sure that you have identified the
people you want to invite, and have thought about how best
to advertise to your target group.
Use the poster templates provided to advertise your event.
Remember that you need permission to put up flyers and
posters, and you should make it clear if people must register
beforehand in order to attend. You could set up an email
address especially for this, or use free ticketing websites or
event pages on social media sites.
If you are advertising an email address on posters it
must be managed by someone who is over 18.
Send invitations to specific class teachers, nearby schools,
organisations and youth groups and ask them to reply to let
you know how they are spreading the word amongst their
young people, or how they will support a group to attend.
© Matt Larsen-Daw
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HOSTING THE SCREENING
On the day of the event, make sure to be at your venue with
enough time to set everything up before your attendees start
to arrive. Set up the screen and get the episode ready to hit
play. If you’re using the Our Planet Assembly presentation
keep it open on your desktop so it is ready to present – and
make sure you have your script at the ready!

INTRODUCTIONS
When the audience arrives give them the feedback cards and
ask them to reflect on the statements given for them to respond
to before the screening. This will allow you to see how the
screening event has changed people’s attitudes or feelings
about the environment.
We suggest that before showing the episode, you give the
audience a quick introduction to the series, its content and
its key messages. The Our Planet Assembly pack is a
great resource for you to use and adapt around your chosen
episode, and also includes a script which gives a quick
overview of Our Planet.
Alternatively, you could use the script and build a quick
presentation around some other key resources from the
Our Planet education resources and other content from
the Our Planet website.

• What is biodiversity? – One word sums up the incredible
variety of animals and plants on Earth. It’s the magic
ingredient that enables the world to work smoothly.
• How to save our planet – It’s simple. Sir David
Attenborough explains how humans can take charge of
our future and save our planet.
You might even want to signpost specific points or questions
to think about before the screening, to discuss afterwards
as a group – these could focus on a local context, to build
a discussion around what you could all do to protect and
improve biodiversity within your community.
Once you’ve given your overview, encourage your audience
to sit back and enjoy the show! A huge amount of work goes
into creating high quality films – especially natural history
documentaries that document elusive and unpredictable wildlife
in environments that are dangerous or difficult for humans.
Our Planet offers spectacles and insights from the natural
world that have never been captured in such high quality
before, and shares a message that has never felt more
important. So dim the lights, maybe even crack out some
popcorn and let the episode take you and your audience on
a journey to discover the natural wonders of the one place
we all call home.

These could include:
• The Our Planet trailer – The trailer for the Our Planet
series (this could be used to build an atmosphere of
anticipation before the screening, or could be played as
people come into the venue and take their seats).
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AFTER THE SCREENING
Now that your audience has seen the episode, you are in
a strong position to listen to their thoughts, and encourage
them to take positive steps towards protecting local wildlife.
Straight after the screening could be a great opportunity to
share the Reason for Hope video with your audience, and
the second half of the Our Planet Assembly presentation
(slide 14 onwards).
Draw on the key supporting videos on ourplanet.com
signposted in the episode summaries in Appendix B, as
these contain important information about the actions that we
can take as individuals and as a species to address the issues
your audience has just learned about.
Encourage your audience to reflect on the series content, and
signpost ourplanet.com as a way for them to dive deeper
into the issues presented through Our Planet.

GATHER FEEDBACK
Use the screening feedback card provided to
encourage your audience to reflect on their experience,
to gather their initial thoughts, and encourage them to
think about how the Our Planet message could apply
within their local context. These feedback cards will help
you to assess whether your screening will result in any
change in the actions or attitudes of your audience.

HELP US TRACK CHANGE
Make sure to then fill out and return the Screening Report
Form to let us know more about how many people
attended your screening, what they thought of the
episode and what local changes or individual pledges
for our planet have been made as a result. You’ll receive
a thank you message from David Attenborough, a
printable letter of appreciation, and will help WWF track
the growth of the Our Planet movement.

© Matt Larsen-Daw
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INITIATE LOCAL ACTION
This event could be incredibly beneficial for your local community, so create
an action plan that your screening attendees can get involved with.
For example, you could:

1

Create an opportunity for discussion by blocking
out time after the screening for your audience to
share their thoughts. This could then build into a wider
action plan by focusing the discussion around what
could help to protect and increase biodiversity within
the local community. There are some great discussion
points explored in the Our Planet Their Future
Educators’ Pack, or you could make your own
through exploring ourplanet.com for ideas. If your
audience is large you could create an ‘ideas tree’
where people add their thought on a card leaf and
tie it to the branch of a tree, or stick it onto a large
tree drawn on a whiteboard or display.

2
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Encourage your audience to add their Voice for
the Planet before they leave the venue, making
a personal pledge that they can announce or record
as part of the event feedback.

3

Start an Our Planet LAB
project to take Local
Action on Biodiversity. See
OurPlanet.com/Schoolsand-Youth for details. You
could have a sign-up form for
people to express their interest
in being part of this project
before leaving the venue.

4

Inspire a connection to local nature amongst your audience by
signposting the Seek app – the nature ID app created by iNaturalist
in partnership with WWF. The app uses smart technology to allow you to
identify wildlife in your local environment. Users can earn badges through
completing monthly challenges, and – when a user opts in – observations are
uploaded to the iNaturalist database, which will help scientists to monitor
local biodiversity over time. Learn more at www.inaturalist.org/seek
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APPENDIX A: GRANT OF PERMISSION FOR EDUCATIONAL SCREENINGS
Netflix is proud to present original documentaries that speak
to our users in a meaningful way. We know that many of you
are as excited about Our Planet as we are; and because of its
informational aspect, you’d like to show it in an educational
setting e.g., in the classroom, at the next meeting of your
community group, with your book club, etc.
Consequently, we will permit one-time educational screenings of
an episode of Our Planet. We use the term “one-time screening”
to mean that you can’t hold screenings of Our Planet several
times in one day or one week. However if, for example, you are
an educator who wants to show an episode of Our Planet once
a semester over multiple semesters, that is permitted.
Educational screenings are permitted for Our Planet, on the
following terms:

• The screening must be non-profit and non-commercial.
That means you can’t charge admission, or solicit
donations, or accept advertising or commercial
sponsorships in connection with the screening.
• Please don’t use Netflix’s logos in any promotion for
the screening, or do anything else that indicates that the
screening is “official” or endorsed by Netflix.
• We trust our users to respect these guidelines, which are
intended to help you share and discuss Our Planet content
in your community.
• To the extent your institution requires you to demonstrate
that you have a license for your screening, please show
them this page.

• The documentary may only be accessed via the Netflix
service, by a Netflix account holder. We don’t sell DVDs,
nor can we provide other ways for you to exhibit Our
Planet.

APPENDIX B: OUR PLANET EPISODE GUIDE
ONE PLANET (GLOBAL)

COASTAL SEAS

Witness the planet’s breathtaking diversity – from seabirds
carpet-bombing the ocean to wildebeests eluding the wild
dogs of the Serengeti. Learn how the biomes of our planet
are connected, working together to support all life, and how
human activity is putting this living system at risk.

From fearsome sharks to lowly urchins, 90 percent of marine
creatures live in coastal seas. Protecting these habitats is a
battle humanity must win.

FROZEN WORLDS
On the unforgiving frontier of climate change, polar bears,
walruses, seals and penguins find their icy Edens in peril.
Learn how ice at the frozen poles not only provides habitat for
these iconic species, but supports species that form the basis
of food chains all over the globe, and provides a vital air
conditioning system for our planet.

Key supporting videos
How to save our coastal seas
Great barrier reef
FROM DESERTS TO GRASSLANDS

NB This episode features scenes that younger or
sensitive audiences may find upsetting.

Follow desert elephants seeking sustenance, bison roaming
North American grasslands and caterpillars living the good
life underground. Learn how grasslands are being converted
to farmland to fuel the appetites of a growing human
population, and why it is vital that we change the way we
feed ourselves to conserve the space on which the health of
grasslands depends.

Key supporting videos
How to save our frozen worlds
Why do we need ice?

Key supporting videos
How to save our grasslands
Buffalo Story

JUNGLES

THE HIGH SEAS

Jungles are home to an incredible variety of species like
preening birds, intelligent orangutans and remarkably
ambitious ants. Learn how the diversity of wildlife in the
microworlds of dense jungle makes them one of the most
precious cradles of life on our planet, but also one of the most
vulnerable to human activity.

Venture into the deep, dark and desolate oceans that are
home to an abundance of beautiful – and downright strange
– creatures. Discover how the largest and smallest inhabitants
of the oceans work together to ensure our planet continues to
support life.

Key supporting videos
How to save our jungles
Can palm oil help jungles?
Demand sustainable palm oil
SHARE OUR PLANET – EDUCATIONAL SCREENING TOOLKIT

Key supporting videos
Return of the whales
How to save our high seas
Line caught
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FRESH WATER

FORESTS

The need for fresh water is as strong as ever. However,
the supply is becoming increasingly unpredictable for all
manner of species. Learn how and why we must ensure
that freshwater flows freely for a future in which nature and
people thrive.

Examine the fragile interdependence that exists between
forests’ wide variety of residents, including bald eagles, hunting
dogs and Siberian tigers. Forests are resilient – as shown by
the incredible recovery of nature in Chernobyl. We just need
to give it the space and time it needs to recover from human
action if we want it to continue supporting wildlife and people.

Key supporting videos
How to save fresh water flow
Farming and flow

Key supporting videos
How to restore our forests
Healthy forests need wolves

APPENDIX C: FREE OUR PLANET RESOURCES

There are a wealth of high quality videos and education
resources available on ourplanet.com for you to use to delve
deeper into the biomes and issues highlighted in the Our
Planet series. If you want your screening, or follow-up events
or activities, to focus on a particular biome, species or issue
you will find these resources invaluable.
USEFUL RESOURCES ON OURPLANET.COM
Our Planet, Their Future – This educators pack is designed
to be used alongside the wealth of free videos and interactive
tools on ourplanet.com. Prepared in the form of a planned
workshop, this resource immerses participants in the varied
and interlinked issues that face our planet. The resources
delve deeper into the biomes and issues highlighted in the
Our Planet series.
Our Planet Assembly Pack – Assembly presentation
resource with notes sharing the story of our planet,
information about the biomes from the series, and how to act
on the series content.

Classroom Resources – Downloadable fact and activity
sheets covering key background information on the biomes,
and useful information about how to act on the Our Planet
series content:
Our Seas (covering both high seas and coastal seas)
Our Frozen World
Our Freshwater
Our Grasslands
Our Forests and Jungles
Explorable Globe – An online, interactive resource that
allows users to explore our planet through the different
biomes, with key information about how to conserve
biodiversity and act on series content.
Voice For the Planet – Add your voice to an online
community of people from across the world calling for action
to safeguard nature and set it on a path so that it can be
recover by 2030.

The Living Planet Report for Young People – A youth
guide to WWF’s 2018 Living Planet Report, with key
information about the threats facing our planet and what
needs to be done to protect it.
Seek App – A free nature ID app created by WWF
and iNaturalist, available now to download on IOS and
Android. Using the power of image recognition, Seek’s
clever technology allows you to explore the nature on your
doorstep. By connecting to the iNaturalist database, the Seek
app will also help scientists to track changes to local and
global biodiversity, to help monitor and protect our planet.
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